
G l e n  S h i e l d s  E a g l e s   

November-December 2015 
158 Glen Shields Avenue, Concord, Ontario  L4K 1T8 

(905) 738-0333   www.glenshields.ps.yrdsb.ca 
Mr. A. medina, PRINCIPAL  Mrs. M. OPPEDISANO, VICE-PRINCIPAL 

S T U D E N T  N A M E :       T E A C H E R :       

According to the United Nations, Canada is one of the best, if not the best country in the world to live in.  Our citizens are blessed with free-

dom, opportunity and a standard of living that is unrivalled in today’s world, and without parallel in history.  Canadians are correct to express 

pride in their ancestors for building such a great nation and for preserving it.  However, this did not occur by chance; it is a result of the tire-

less effort in the past that is carried on by those today. 

It is believed that by the time they have begun formal schooling, most children will have had some exposure to Remembrance Day through 

television, radio, movies, reading, and through family observance of the day.  Our educational system has the responsibility to enrich these 

early experiences so that each student may develop a real understanding and appreciation for Remembrance Day. 

It is valuable for students to see this and make connections to the past.  We must ensure that Remembrance Day is afforded the respect and 

dignity it rightly deserves and maintains its place among the great traditions of our country. 

On Wednesday, November 11th at 11:20am we will have an assembly in the gym to commemorate Remembrance Day. We invite you to 

attend.  

Sincerely, 

Mr. A. Medina    Mrs. M. Oppedisano 

Principal     Vice-Principal        
              

School Day Organization 
 

Office hours are from 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
It is important to        
remember that regular 
and prompt attendance 
at school is important in 
achieving success at 
school. Your help in 
ensuring that your child 
is on time is greatly ap-
preciated.  We also ask 
that where possible,   
appointments be    
scheduled outside the 
school day. If your child 
is going to be absent, 
please call the school to 
report your child’s 
absence in advance. Thank You! 

Period Times 
Entry 8:55 a.m. 

Period 1 9:00-9:40 a.m. 

Period 2 9:40-10:20 a.m. 

Period 3 10:20-11:00 a.m. 

Recess 11:00-11:20 a.m. 

Period 4 11:20 -12:00 p.m. 

Period 5 12:00-12:40 p.m. 
Lunch 12:40-1:00 p.m. 

Period 6 1:40-2:20 p.m. 

Dismissal 3:20 p.m. 

Period 7 2:20-3:00 p.m. 

Period 8 3:00-3:20 p.m. 

Recess 1:00-1:40 p.m. 

Important Dates 

 
 Nov 10-Diwali 
 Nov 11-Remembrance 

Day 
 Nov 27-P.A. Day 
 Dec 21-Winter Break 

Begins 

Stay up-to-date! 

Remember to stay up to 
date with announcements, 
school events and other 
exciting school news by 
visiting us at 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools
/glenshields.ps/Pages/defa
ult.aspx. You can also fol-
low Glen Shields PS on 
twitter 

Attendance/Absence line 

(905) 738-0333, Option #5 

24 hours a day! 
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The power of mindset School council update 

 

 A growth mindset is one that believes that, “with practice, 
training, and above all, method, we can manage to increase our atten-
tion, our memory, our judgment and literally to become more        in-
telligent than we were before.” -Alfred Binet 

 

Growth mindset matters because it motivates our learners, and they 
will invest more deeply in their learning. It also creates a space for 
teaching that is inspired and innovative, with high expectations that 
lead to higher achievement.  

 

Growth Mindset and Equity 

Instead of focusing on limitations, we can build capacity in each    stu-
dent by building on assets. Building on current achievement levels im-
pact life trajectory and wellness. Additionally, it removes barriers to 
learning that are grounded in outdated belief systems about IQ. The IQ 
of a student should not limit learning, nor the time and support needed 
to learn.   

 

Growth mindset is connected to what we’re already doing; we believe 
that all students can achieve high standards given sufficient time and 
with the right support, and that high expectations and early and on-
going intervention are essential to student success. 

 

Cultivating Beliefs that Support Growth Mindset 

 

 

 

 

Focus on the 
process, not 
the product! 

Taking risks 
and embracing 
challenges! 

Validating effort, 
not talent! 

Saying, “I can’t 
yet!” instead of, 
“I can’t!” 

Sharing Food 
We would like to remind you that Glen Shields Public 
School is a Peanut Safe School. Please avoid any 
products that indicate “may contain nuts”. This 
school MUST be a PEANUT AND NUT-SAFE 
ZONE. What this means is that no peanut or peanut/nut 
products of any kind may be brought into the school. In 
an effort to create a risk-free environment, we cannot 
support the  distribution of treats for student birthdays 
and special occasions, as this is an important step to 
minimizing potentially fatal allergic reactions. We are 
asking for your assistance and support on this matter. If 
you have any questions or concerns, contact your 
child’s teacher, or the school office.  

We’d like to extend a very special thank you 
to Ami Dimitriadis for her 8 years of service 
as Chair on our School Council and Heather 
Richardson for the 3 years that she Co-
Chaired with Ami!  Their infinite dedication, 

leadership, commitment and caring for our Glen Shields PS 
community has been deeply appreciated by all!   
 
This year our GSPS School Council representatives are as 
follows: 
 

Co-Chairs:  Ami Dimitriadis & Joan Burrell 
Treasurer:   Marina Alesker 

 
We welcome and are looking forward to active  community  
involvement, whether formal or informal, as we work to-
gether to create a rich environment for student growth and 
learning at our school.  

 
We are excited to announce that starting this week, we will 
begin our traditional Toonie Tuesdays when students are 
invited to buy popcorn & frozen yogurt!   
 
 
 
 
 
In the past years our School Council has raised funds to 
acquire such things as our new playground painted games 
and lines entry; our Student Art Gallery wall and welcom-
ing foyer entrance, which is still in the works; technology; 
and field trips for our students.   
 
Please join us at the next Council meeting, for a  discussion 
of this years’ plan.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged 
to come out and have a voice at School Council! 
 

Together, let’s make it a great year! 
JOIN US, DECEMBER 9, 2015  AT 7:00 P.M. 
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    Bus Service as a Privilege 
Please be aware that riding the bus is a privilege.  Any students who abuse this privilege by not following 
safety rules, or following behavior expectations as per the school’s code of conduct will be dealt with in a 
progressive discipline manner, that may end up in losing the privilege of riding the bus.  Your support in ensuring your 
child understands these expectations is greatly appreciated.     

  10 Tips to Help your Child with Homework 
Homework is an important part of learning. When you support your children's homework routine, you can help them do 
better at school. Here are some simple tips to help get the most out of their homework. 

1. A routine is good. Homework can be habit forming and that's good news for you and your child. Work out a home-
work schedule and make sure children adhere to it. It won't be long before homework is complete without your getting 
involved. 

2. Give space for homework. Distractions and homework don't mix. So do your best to create a bright and quiet space 
where your child can concentrate on schoolwork. Make sure it's away from distractions like TV, music and  
      loud siblings. 

3. Practice makes perfect. Repetition reinforces learning. That's why it's helpful to have kids practice reading, writing and math with you every day. Ten 
to 15 minutes a day can work wonders, whether reading a favorite book together, or helping measure ingredients in the kitchen. 

4. "How was your day?" Every school day is an adventure. Kids will do and learn so much they'll be bursting to tell someone all about it. So take a few 
moments every day to chat about the school day—and be a good listener. 

5. Check in occasionally. When kids do their homework all alone, their concentration can often wander. Check in once in a while and see how it's going. 
Ask if there are any questions. Sometimes kids just need to talk about a homework problem to figure out the answer. 

6. Turn everyday activities into homework. Teachers give homework and so can you. Include children in everyday tasks and assign activities such as 
searching newspapers, reading recipes, creating shopping lists, plotting out routes on a map, etc. Small activities can often teach big lessons. 

7. Make kids proud of their effort. Getting the answers right is important, but it's only part of what homework is all about. Doing a thorough and neat 
job is important, too. Make it a habit to sit down and go over completed homework. Look at it together for thoroughness and overall quality of work. Al-
ways look for something positive. 

8. Motivate with applause. "Hey, you did a great job". Words like these have an amazing effect on children. Encouragement gives them confidence and 
makes them feel good about doing their best. At the end of every homework session, try letting your son or daughter know that you appreciate and admire 
the effort. 

9. Encourage curiosity and questions. Learning really begins when kids start asking questions. Who, what, where, when and why are magical words of 
discovery that make learning more interesting and fun. Give your children the confidence to ask for help if the homework is difficult or confusing. 

10.  Know what's going on at school. Unfortunately, kids don't always tell parents everything. Make a point of staying in touch with teachers, especially 
if you have a question or concern. Let teachers know they can always call you if there is a problem. 

 
Questions to Ask Your Child About their Learning 

 What are you LEARNING?  Ensures that your child understands the learning target for the task. 

 What is the SUCCESS CRITERIA?  Ensures your child knows what is expected for them to achieve to standard for the task.    

 Where are you now?  Allows you to know if your child is able to engage in self-reflection and goal setting tied to the success criteria for the task.   

Bus Cancellation Notice 
With winter weather around the corner, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or 
poor road conditions in order to ensure the safety of students. In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate care/
transportation arrangements. Since some bussing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation decisions must be made by 6:00 a.m. to 
allow time to communicate this message to bus drivers. Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the 
Safety Officers of school bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air tempera-
ture, road conditions, and the weather forecast. 

Please note that a decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide, meaning all school buses, vans, and taxis will not oper-
ate. However, individual school bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all municipalities in York 
Region. School tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and rescheduled and any student trips involving the use of school buses 
will also be cancelled. Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their chil-
dren to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. 

Parents, students, and school staff are asked to access major radio and television stations to receive bus cancellation informa-
tion. A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by follow-
ing the YRDSB on Twitter by 7:00 am. 



eco corner 
November’s Eco Theme is  “What's In/What's Out” 

We’d like to encourage everyone to “re-think” their actions before disposing of an item.  That is, stop and consider the impact 
every disposal action will have on the environment and the world around us.  It is important to be well-informed about what 
goes in the blue box for recycling and what goes in the garbage bin for landfill.  Putting items in the Blue Box that shouldn’t be 
there can ruin an entire batch of recyclable material.  Recycle right, if you don’t know where it goes be sure to always check at 
http://www.york.ca/services/garbage+and+recycling/garbage+and+disposal.htm.   

Let’s all work together to reduce our carbon footprint!! 

 

December’s Eco Theme is  “Reduce Your Footprint” 

 With the onset of winter, we need to be aware of our carbon footprint. To lessen energy consumption during the winter season 
and stay warm, we recommend the following:  

1. Ensuring that exterior windows and doors are kept closed 

2. Ensure that all weather stripping is in place around doors and windows 

3. Eliminating the use of personal heaters 

4. Wear fall/winter appropriate clothing; layering to keep warm and comfortable 

5. Using blinds to assist with heating and cooling 

 

We are pleased to announce that Glen Shields PS is 
having a makeover in the front hall and office to      

capture and bring to life the Touchstone we created as a 
community.  In addition, we’d like to create an entry 

space which is welcoming and showcases student skills 
and talent.  We have captured the work of students pre-
viously posted in the hall and will be displaying it in an 
alternate form during the process.  Glen Shield’s his-

tory and journey is very important and we are ready to 
turn the page and capture our current story as we con-

tinue our journey at GSPS!  Stay tuned... 

Free computer programs! 
 

Are you looking to upgrade your computer skills?  
 
There will be a FREE computer clinic for adults on Fri‐

days at the Uplands Learning Centre! 
 

Learn how to use e‐mail, Google Suite, Microsoft Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Publisher, Access, One‐

Note, and more! 
 

Advance your computer skills for employment, college 
preparation, or use in daily life! 

 
Call (905) 731‐9557 to book an appointment or visit 

www.yrdsb.ca  
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Glen shields art work 




